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FOEN: responsible for environmental policy

1. Security
Protection against natural hazards and technology-related dangers.

2. Health

Protection against noise pollution, harmful organisms and materials,
non-ionizing radiation and air pollution.

3. Natural diversity
Ensuring the diversity of flora and fauna and their natural habitats.

4. Means of production

Ensuring long-term conservation and sustainable use of soil, water, air,
forests.



Switzerland = ?

Surface
42’000 km?

Population density
180 inh / km?

Precipitation o Lyss
1’450 mm/y

Forest area
30%



Switzerland: Living area

population 7 Mio inh

surface 42’000 km?2

Per capita 6’000 m?



Switzerland: Living area

effective living glaciers
forest
area wasteland

We are living in a penalty area



Climate change

ice age

speed / vulnerability

today‘s situation

miocene



Impacts of climate change
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Effects of global warming - Forests
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Forestry in Switzerland



Historical background

19th century: Industrialization (iron foundries etc.)
demand for wood rose sharply

Large-scale forest clearance in the mountains
disastrous floods in the valleys

1876 First federal law on forestry
Strong protection of forested areas! (no clearings, no
clearcuts, Federal law of 1903, revised in 1993)

Wood use remained high
peaks in 1st and 2nd World War

After 1945
considerably less timber was felled (substitution)



Federal Constitution

Art. 77 Forests

1. The Confederation shall ensure that forests may fulfill their
protective, economic and social functions.

2. It shall establish principles for the protection of forests.
3. It shall encourage measures for the conservation of forests.

Clear distribution of tasks between

- the Confederation (strategic level)
- the cantons and the municipalities (operational level)



Some facts and figures

Switzerland and its “federalism”

Confederation 1

cantons 26
municipalities 3’500
forest owners 250’000
forested area 15'400 km?2
public forest 9’000 km?

owned by municipalities 6’400 km?



Trees species

Standing volume of timber in %

15%

O Norway Spruce
W Silver Fir

[1 Scots pine

0 Larch

B Arolla pine

O Other conifers
Wl Beech

[0 Maple

H Ash

B Oak

0 Chestnut
O Other broad-leaved trees




Trees species Nr. 1 and Nr. 2

Norway spruce 47% Beech18%



Policy — sustainable development

Economic

Ecological aspects
aspects

Social
aspects



Forest policy — sustainable development

Ecological Economic
aspects aspects

Social
aspects



Forest related activites of FOEN

FOEN — General
Staff 500 Budget CHF 700°000°000 /vy incl.subsidies

FOEN — “Forestry”
Staff 90 Budget CHF 92°000°'000 /vy incl. subsidies

Units “Forest Policy and Conservation”
“Forest Management and Timber Industry”
“Forest Services and Quality”
“Bases and Forest Training”
“Protection forests”
“Forest biodiversity”
“Hunting”



Swiss National Forest programme 2004 -2015

Priority objectives

1. The protective function of the forest is guaranteed

2. The economic viability of the forest sector has
improved

3. The wood-value-added chain is strong
4. Biodiversity is conserved

3. Forest soils are not threatened



International engagement for the Forest

UNFF. The next meeting in 2011 as well as the
iInternational Year of Forests (2011) are important

topics for the FOEN.

WEFEC. in Argentina, 2009: Swiss delegation will
present experiences with forest governance.



International engagement for the Forest

Switzerland supports a country-led initiative in Mexico
in 2010 on forest governance and UN-REDD
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation in Developing Countries)

FLEGT. Switzerland aimes for the compulsory
declaration of wood and wood-products (origin and
species).

MCPFE. Proposes a new Pan-European Forest
Convention. Switzerland supports this development
for better coordination on forestry matters.



International engagement for the Forest

UN-ECE Timber Committee (TC). Annual meeting in
October 2009: finance crisis, climate change and
« green economy ».

CBD. Switzerland has recently started its own
« Strategy on Biological Diversity » which will be
presented to the Federal Parliament in 2011.

UN-ECE (TC). Initiatives and cooperation in
conferences, working groups and teams of
specialists



Actual focus areas for forest

Forest Forum

“Forest and Climate Change” research
programme

Adaptation strategy
Wood Action Plan

Forest area policy Strategy for “Dealing
with Biotic Disturbances”

Biodiversity strategy



Forest forum (since 2009)

Objective and Purpose

Cooperation with the relevant forest actors for the
further development of forest policy

To provide a communication platform for dialogue,
foresight and opinion building

Composition
FOEN, Conference of Forest Directors, Cantonal Forest
Services, forest owners, timber industry, environmental
associations, professional associations, research,
education

Chair: FOEN



Forest and Climate Change / Adaptation

What can happen?
Research programme

Protection forests:
Need for adaptation



Wood action Plan

Main focus 1 Main focus 2

Timber from the Swiss forest is The wood-value-added chain
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Wood action Plan

,Words in a picture”

Example for a target: Make better use of beech!



